Aooaru the USS HAVER 



Mission to Nagasaki , 
By Lieut. Helen F. Groble (NC) USK J Jr N 

k Navy Nurse's Account of Hospital , k)Q/t$f* ■ 

Ship Duty at this Japanese Port. ' , / 

The DSS Haven arrived on its errand of s,erc^ *t Kagaoaki, Jap&, 



Isleuid of Kyushu, on 11 September 1945. Its mission was to process and 
medically screen allied prisoners of war; to expedite hospitalisation of 
those urgently ir: need of such care; to select for temporary hospital 
study or treats en t those cases which required diagnostic study or sup- 
portive or corrective therapy before further evacu, tion by transport 
ship; and to screen out those. who were free of infection or contagious' 
disease and *ere well enough to be evacuated iiaaediately by transport. 

A "field hospital", consisting of the least damaged buildings 
in the area, was set up on the concrete quay alongside which the Haven 
was moored, and -sags of Japanese laborers were set to work clearing the 
area of rank filth and wreckage. 

-As the POUs arrived, by boats, trains, and ambulances, having 
been sought out and routed there by' our Navy medical mission which 
had .gone in ahead, the stretcher cases were divested of their clothing, 
-iven bed baths, and sprayed thoroughly with D.D.T., then routed direct- 
ly to a designated bed on the hospital ship. Many of these stretcher 
cases were living skeletons, some having jne or both legs missing. 
All the prisoners who could walk Kent conn lines ehere general health 
aata was obtained by the nurses «nd then they were examined and 
screened by the doctors. Of all the POIs, U% were infested with 
body lice, 75$ haa lost 11 to 50 pounus in weight, ana .any had lost 
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80 to 100 pounds. Beri-oeri ssas the aost cotuaon uieorder, ,.nu respiratory 
infections, chiefly T.-., sere next. Dermatitis in various forme and other 
skin disorders were frequent. Dysentery, &scarl&si&, and hoaicworm tere 
eoaaioji, and there nere bevera... cases of severe bum, some of which v;ere 
due to the atom borb. 

The patients foliowea through an a net- routine. There w; a &n en- 
clcsea dressing urea srnere clothes were discarded, next the del ou sing arm. 
where the patients were sprayed ssith D.D.T. by te&as of corpst-cn, then a 
nsedical screening area, where the pctioru- ,%ere exassinsd bp svediccu officers. 
After that, the mm T« : ere issued ties clothing in another area, which they 
donned in a final are»s.la£ a; e*. before being given fresh douglmutfc, ice 
creaa:, sandwiches, -.-no coffee. Hot having seen, i'ooa iuch as this for 3,: 
years, the patients ' ret! joy ovor It *ab ; atnetic to see. A* & final 
stage of the iiasediate processing, they ^ere directed to the hospital ship 
or to waiting transports, aapending on their condition. 

The dietary problem aboard the hospital Dhip t*as n bi c . one. Food 
the first and iore^oEt thought in the Kinds of these wen, and it vag 
difficult to convince theia that frequent s»ali feedings of e high protien, 
high carbohydrate diet v. a:.: indicated, rather than 3 nuge steals >,, dap.' 
Nurses ;.nd corpasaen hud to svatcn to see that the sen die not coa:e back 
for second and thira helpings, or that they did not to-ke six slices, of 
bread at a time. Petiecte who hao. eaten excessively of the food cropped 
by planes ut the enssp& after V-J Lay developed edema. This wag a retail t 
of impair ea sster balance, uue to Vitamin h-i deficiency, anemia find otr.ter 
e<?u&es, and the suaden increasea amounts of iooa anu salt led to quick 
ana awissive edes&a. 
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Moct of these prisoner* v. ere Dutch, Aus.trU.i6ii, and British, with 
h ssusll percentile of A&ertewie. With the Deter., we had great difficulty 
understanding each other, am nno 10 resort to interpreters. 

Tne Red Cross su K lieu tne oatients sita convalescent /.its con- 
sisting of <::■. .... , cP, rette::, toot;. paste, toots bruooeji, a. ^ . yiu wash 
•cloths, ohhvirp. cre,.a, sri tin -.ap.xr, toa.,, arm bearooa slipper:,. They 
l-1so ou i'iiea i.u.et and oiner traces ior tne «i's eirtertainaent, 

A tea cl'.yg later «e ..ere w ia.ve en opportunity to visit one of the 

prisoner oi war cbjs & at which tne . <a. a.-., oeea ae ,.rr.\vea Usere - 

Q&uta - after - vein- tryin* &.ii-ni..:ht riue to cover a distur.ee of 25 to 
30 miles b> water. By r-. ii, however, we hod to go north fir-st and then 
retrace ourselves south, all togewaer about SO aiieo. The train sao like 
a trolley ear unci stopped at every .a. tion. Even at night, toe counts- 
side was interesting, the houe*s fcad railroads all email--* in^onforsity 
" ith the J Bpfijaese steti«-e. The ; .eopie peered at us curiously ao ? f6 went 
through the stations. 

A very nice club near the prison carp:: et which we stayed and which 
once belonged to the Barron -iateui family lassl been taaen over as need- 
quarters far the American military government. Toe rP,#ron*e family vrere 
sine owners aao evidently nad liven veip sell at toe expense of toe people. 
The i-diitiiry government control set u, nere over toe acareu and obsequious 
Japanese is strict aaa fair. 

V,e spent a busy ano inferaotive :a well at a heartbreaking aay at 
the prison c . The doctors mic \vere prisoners and set u,: taieir own 
noepitaa, ana, aes: ito iacn of aedieine and equipment, hco done an excellent 
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rising EteaE off of a stove. The officer in charge, Dr. Sewlltt, had had 



quite a nurber of operations, and once, for his protest over the bad 

- ^ v - t$S " - • ' : '- : ■■■■ ■-: ■ t* ■ t ii-siialt 

coiiditiqr.s, he had been nit into solitary confinement for a week. Ee - 
■ "" ''"."' •-' 1 ' -* ' •• • • . • • ' - . £».t 'iiAl** 

thought this camp was the tost brutal in Japan, but perhaps, after he 

"" ." ^ ' ■' *: \ : 1- ----- . iM ' taa . . 

had had a chance to review other camps, he say have decided that each one 

tried to out do the other in brutality. 

Evidence of Kan's inhumanity to. snen was on every side," Atrocities 

were well au then ti ca ted « There had been five execution's- on the merest 
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excuses, and 95JC of the prisoners had been beaten in varying 'degree's ''with, 
leather straps, bats, bamboo clubs— any thing. Many of them had been aadw 
to kneel long hours on bamboo poles until circulation was cut off, and we 

, -: . ■ -z^^j ' ■ -i>-: . * • ~ ' . ' •* 
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have pictures of a boy who had lost both feet ae a result of this. Another 
little "refinement of torture" was to strap our boys in winter, throw water 
on them, and allow it to freeze. Still another, among -many of the other . 

••'•• -' • '-"■ ' ' '•"' ' 

forms of sadism, pas to tie the hands, neck, and feet of prisoners in 
stooped fashion for long hours. 

To relate all the horrors of this camp would take sore time and 
space than we have here, and by how all these atrocities will have be com* 



common knowledge anyway. To see these prisoners as they cojee out of the 
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cuaps is hard to take. Taey are skeletons, mere shadows of tmat was once 



life in them. Kany of them have lest all their fight— strange men amoving 

.. . - -- ■;. .. • ... .; •■ . .. .v.i- 

in a strange sorld. Kowever> it is also a never-ending miracle how. much 
proper food, cHibthing and c&re do in a matter of days toward bringing back 
+v. D nnme i ri£,c^ r^». i^no i'm *v> aB „ « e . Kext to their huneer for 





food, they are ho hungry lor news of ths 4»tat*s thi.t it is pathetic. ■ Be've 
bean delugeu with questions about £=. oris, the . . vie; , noae, ir all sides. 
Just to be able to talk with. someone i>cwe the §tati5B gives taam a. huge 
thrill. 

Kot: that the tables nre turned, these ken wno ere able are assisting 
the allltcry ^ovemaent. They £_re bein u tsvere with the Japanese, but i'tir. 

went hack to our hogritel ship, so cietos aaa serehe in contrast to the 
debris of the country about, that all we could do ms v. ice the fervent 
hovv that civilisation would not forget fc.ga.iii. 



